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Koch says leaders should keep promise

Former NYC mayor rips Skelos on redistricting

By Casey Seiler

March 9, 2012

ALBANY — In a teleconference Thursday morning, former New York City Mayor Ed Koch said "the moment of truth" has arrived in the fight for independent redistricting.

He noted that his New York Uprising initiative thought it had sealed the deal on its reform push in 2010 by securing candidate Andrew Cuomo's promise to veto lines that emerged from the current system. Koch said he expected the governor to stand by that promise: "He's a stand-up guy."

Koch said a commission, perhaps helmed by former Chief Judge Judith Kaye, could whip together a better plan within three days.

The mayor did not miss a chance to lambaste the elected officials who signed Uprising's redistricting pledge during the 2010 election cycle only to think differently after returning to office.

"Who can trust those guys in the Legislature?," he said, noting that Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos "callously, outrageously" betrayed his promise.
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